FOR 443 Silviculture - Tuesday Lab

Early stand management on Starker Forests
Objective:  to explore scientific details associated with active early stand management when landowner objectives dictate an emphasis on wood production.  We will use Starker Forest as an example but with the caveat that this company is a bit unique in its interest in larger, higher-quality log products (as opposed to shorter rotations for smaller logs that we might see on other ownerships like Forest Capital).  This day and follow-up investigations are an opportunity to solidify the latest information on:
· Essential concepts in plantation silviculture

· Landscape contexts for intensive even-aged management

· Site preparation techniques (starting with harvest approaches)
· Seedling handling (post-nursery), planting and evaluation
· Vegetation management and early stand growth
· Pre-commercial thinning and early stand density regulation
Procedure:
1. Take good notes during our field trip and ask good questions with one or more of the above topics in mind;
2. Individually locate TWO journal articles (original research) using Valley Library electronic journal resources (e.g., Canadian Journal of Forest Research, Western Journal of Applied Forestry, or Forest Ecology and Management) on one of the above topics;
3. Join up with your randomly-assigned classmates via Blackboard discussion postings and share this interest and compare journal articles and ideas, six maximum in a subject area;
4. Process this information in the form of regular discussion postings and using other class resources (e.g., readings, lectures and classroom discussions);

5. Produce a 3-page abstract summary paper as a group on the key concepts associated with that topic, which utilizes data (figures and tables) on the topic from the journal articles collected and issues raised in discussion – post this summary as well;
DUE:

Summary write-up should be posted by Tuesday 9:00am.  Groups will generally share the points, with some reallocation if needed based on the quality of discussion and/or peer evaluation of the summary.
